
 
 

School: CCHS Instructor: Mr. Schuler 

Course: Jazz Band Email: Jacob.Schuler@crookcountyschools.org 

​ Trimester #1 Phone: 541-416-6900 

​ Trimester #2 Methods for Communicating with Families:  
Email, Phone, Remind app  

​ Trimester #3 

Course Description: 
This class will prepare students to perform as a part of the CCHS Jazz Band. To participate in 
this class, students need to be currently enrolled in CCHS Concert Band, and/or have 
permission from the instructor (Mr. Schuler) to participate. This is to ensure that students 
have the prerequisite musical knowledge and skills to be successful learning the artform of 
Jazz. This class will serve as an introduction to the rich history of jazz music. Through 
ensemble rehearsal, individual practice, and a variety of performance opportunities, the 
student will gain an understanding and appreciation for this great art form. Emphasis will be 
placed on rudimentary improvisational skills, a sense of personal accountability, and 
musicianship as well as performance techniques. Members will study and perform different 
forms of music including jazz, funk, and blues. Each student is expected to show musical and 
technical growth through participation in this ensemble. This course will include concerts 
hosted at the CCHS auditorium, in addition to travel opportunities for festivals and 
competitions. Participation in concerts (home) and festivals (travel) are required as part of 
the grade for the course, missing one of these events will require a make-up assignment to 
be completed. Public and outside of school day performances are a requirement of the 
course. 
 
This class meets during the early bird time (8:00-8:50) every day unless prior notice is given 
by me to the student and/or parent/guardian. 

Learning Standards/Targets: 
All of our learning will be based on the three Core Standards of Creating, Performing, and 
Responding to music. Link to Core Standards: 
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/arts/Documents/music-traditional--em
erging-ensembles.pdf  

 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/arts/Documents/music-traditional--emerging-ensembles.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/arts/Documents/music-traditional--emerging-ensembles.pdf


 

Instructional Materials: 

●​ Core Texts: West Albany Warm Ups, Foundations for Superior Performance by Richard 
williams and Jeff King, Various Sheet music selected from the CCHS Band Library 

●​ Films, Videos/Other Electronic Media: https://www.musictheory.net/  
●​ Novels: N/A 
●​ Other Supplementary Curriculum (Articles, etc.): Treasury of Scales, 36 Chorales for band by 

Aaron Cole 
●​ Planned Guest Speakers: TBD 

Course Materials: 
You will need the following supplies in class with you every day: 

●​ Folder for organizing sheet music and warm-ups (provided) 
●​ A pencil (no pens please) 
●​ Your instrument (either owned, rented, or checked-out from CCHS) 
●​ Appropriate supplies for instruments (reeds, valve oil, etc.) 
●​ Chromebook 

All Instructional Materials must comply with CCSD School Board Policy IIA & Policy IIA-AR. A copy of core and 
supplemental curriculum will be available in the curriculum office for review. 

A classroom teacher receiving a complaint regarding instructional materials shall try to resolve the issue informally 
through the discussion of the original assignment or the opportunity for an alternative assignment. 

Notification of the Right to Object to the Use of Material: 
Any resident of the district may raise objection to instructional materials used in the district’s educational 
program despite the fact that the individuals selecting such materials were duly qualified to make the selection 
and followed the proper procedure and observed the criteria for selecting such material.  
 
The first step in expressing objection to materials is consultation with the classroom teacher or library staff and 
providing a written complaint. The district official or staff member initially receiving a complaint shall explain to 
the complainant the district’s selection procedure, criteria and qualifications of those persons selecting the 
material. A classroom teacher receiving a complaint regarding instructional materials shall try to resolve the 
issue informally through the discussion of the original assignment or the opportunity for an alternative 
assignment. The materials shall remain in use unless removed through the procedure in section 4. F. (2) of this 
regulation.  
 
The teacher or library staff receiving the initial complaint shall advise the principal of the initial contact within 24 
hours, whether or not the complainant has apparently been satisfied by the initial contact. A written record of 
the contact shall be maintained by the principal and sent to the superintendent’s office.  
 
In the event that the person making an objection to material is not satisfied with the initial explanation or an 
alternative assignment, the person raising the questions will meet with a building administrator who will provide 
a Request for Reconsideration form. 
 
For more details, see CCSD School Board Policy IIA-AR. 

Citizenship, Classroom Rules, Behavior Expectations: 
●​ The Board expects student conduct to contribute to a productive learning climate. Students shall comply with 

the district’s policies, administrative regulations, school and classroom written rules, pursue the prescribed 
course of study, submit to the lawful authority of teachers and school officials and conduct themselves in an 
orderly manner during the school day and during district-sponsored activities.  

https://www.musictheory.net/
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IIA%20D1.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IIA%20R%20D1.PDF
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SvmMY7nMQ-eo3PoSM8DmOZxXOHg9OB8p/view


 

 
Careful attention shall be given to procedures and methods whereby fairness and consistency without bias in 
discipline shall be assured to each student. The objectives of disciplining any student must be to help the student 
develop a positive attitude toward self-discipline, realize the responsibility of one’s actions and maintain a 
productive learning environment. 

 
●​ See CCSD Board Policy JFC for more details. 

 

Our classroom rules are designed to create the most optimal learning environment for everyone 
in our class. 
● No cell phones allowed during rehearsals (per district policy). 
● The band room is a Fragrance-Free Zone due to allergies. 
● On time = in your spot with your materials, ready to play, with instrument assembled. 
● There will be no talking in class while the group is rehearsing. If I am working with 
another section, you are expected to be following along in the music. 
● Please raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking. 
● Be respectful of the director, other students, and the equipment we use. 
● No food, drinks (other than water), or gum in the band room or practice rooms. Water 
bottles are allowed in the band room with straight drinking water only (no 
carbonation or flavors). Containers must have covers. You must fill your water 
bottle before class. 
● Use appropriate language. 
● Refrain from horseplay in the band room or practice rooms. 
● Pianos and percussion equipment are not for student use unless you have been 
specifically told to use them. 
● The white board is not for student use unless you have been specifically been instructed 
to write on it by me. 
● no bathroom passes the first and last 10 minutes of class. Ask me 
between songs or during transitions, please—not when I’m teaching. 

Instrument storage 
●​ Storage for school owned and student owned band instruments is provided in the band 

storage room. 
●​ The school cannot guarantee the safety of student owned instruments, and are stored at the 

risk of the student/family. The school band program will not be responsible for damages that 
may occur while the instrument (s) are stored in the school area.  Students are free to store 
their instrument in their personal locker, accommodations can be made for larger 
instruments. 

Grading System: 
●​ The district’s grading system shall be based on Board-adopted course content and is designed to enable the 

student and parent to clearly know how well the student is achieving course requirements at the student’s 
current grade level or course content level, and be based on the student’s progress toward mastery of a 
continuum of knowledge and skills outlined in Oregon State Standards. Absenteeism or misconduct shall not be 
the sole criterion for the reduction of students’ grades. Behavioral performance shall be reported separately. 
The district will use letter grades (A,B,C,D,F) that can be converted into a 4 to 0 reporting system in grades 6-12. 
All AP courses are graded on a 5.0 grading scale. 

●​ Grades will be based on many factors, such as: basic instructional assignments, both oral and written; results 
from various assessment instruments, including critical content short cycle assessments as well as quizzes and 

https://policy.osba.org/crook/J/JFC%20D2.PDF


 

exams; class participation; special assignments; research; activities of various types of kinds and special 
contributions. 

●​  See CCSD School Board Policy IKA, Policy IK, & Policy IK-AR for more details. 
 

Grading Scale: 
●​ A+: 100-98 A:97-93 A-: 92-90 
●​ B+: 89-88 B: 87-83 B-82-80 
●​ C+: 79-78 C: 77-73 C-: 72-70 
●​ D+: 69-68 D: 67-63 D-: 60-62 
●​ F: 59-0 

 
Course Grading Criteria/Weighting 

Grades are weighted according to the following percentages listed: 
● Performances: 30% 
● rehearsal/practice assessments: 40% 
● Engagement: 30% 

 
*Policy IK-AR: Achievement of learning standards will be assessed separately from behavior.  

Make Up Policy: 
1)​ Assessment Retakes: Policy IK-AR Teachers will provide students with multiple opportunities to 

demonstrate mastery of each standard. Students will be provided with at least two 
opportunities to retake assessments. A student who retakes an assessment will not be 
penalized. Teachers can modify assessments (more rigorous to account for greater time 
allowed for preparation.) Teachers will determine student requirements for assessment 
retakes that align with Policy IK-AR.  
 

2)​ Homework/Daily Work: Achievement of learning standards will be assessed separately from 
behavior (i.e. attendance, disruption, late work, tardiness, preparation, effort, attitude, etc.).   

 

 
*For all courses that articulate with a college or university, it is required that the syllabi match the 
accrediting institution, rather than the CCSD syllabus model. 
 
 
 
 
Please sign and return your Syllabus. Parents/Guardians if you have any questions or concerns please 
contact your student’s teacher. 
 
 
Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
Parent Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IKA%20D1.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20G2.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20R%20D1.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20R%20D1.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20R%20D1.PDF


 

 


