
School: Crook County High School Instructor: Picard

Course: English 11/A.P. Literature and
Composition

Email: rebekah.picard@crookcountyschools.org

Trimester #1 Phone: 541-416-6900 ext 3153

Trimester #2 Methods for Communicating with Families:
Phone and email

Trimester #3

Course Description:

● In this course students will focus on character, setting, structure, narration, figurative language, and
literary argumentation in short stories, poetry, drama, and fiction from multiple time periods. This
course is designed to prepare students for college level literary analysis and writing of texts. Students
will also be given the opportunity to earn college credit through the AP exam.

Important AP Information and dates:
● Students ONLY receive college credit for this course if they pass the AP Exam
● The Exam date is May 7th
● Deadline to register and pay fees is November 8th
● The fee is $70 or free if student qualifies for free and reduced lunch

Learning Standards/Targets:

Trimester Units:

Unit 1: Short Fiction I (Big Ideas: Character, Setting, Structure, Narration, Figurative Literary
Argumentation)

Unit 2: Poetry I (Big Ideas: Character, Structure, Figurative Language, Literary Argumentation)

Unit 3: Longer Works of Fiction or Drama I (Big Ideas: Character, Setting, Structure)

● Reading and Literature:
Listen to, read, and understand a wide variety of American literature.
Understand and draw upon a variety of comprehension strategies as needed—re-reading,
self-correcting, summarizing, class and group discussions, generating and responding to essential
questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources. And most
importantly: Develop an interpretation that exhibits personal engagement, originality, careful reading,
understanding, and insight.

Writing:
● This course emphasizes text-based academic writing and develops skills in explanatory and

argumentative writing incorporating analytical reading, critical thinking, and credible sources.



Students compose essays using a variety of strategies to support a thesis, to address both known and
unknown audiences, to seek and incorporate credible support, and to write in a formal academic style.
Students will also practice timed writes as needed for the AP Exam.

Instructional Materials:

Core Texts:

Textbook Holt McDougal Junior Literature Anthology

StudySync by McGraw Hill

Films:

The Crucible* (PG-13)

In Search of History: Salem Witch Trials (not rated – a History Channel Documentary)

Videos/Other Electronic Media:

Short Story Unit:

● Google Slides
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/kYA6GLAzz9A?authuser=1
● The Life you Save may be your Own
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/23o3I4lSwgw
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/_8j4aaWDPQU
● The Story of an Hour
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/D9S4btsmp70
● There Will Come Soft Rains
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/P142xPtua-c

Poetry Unit:

● Shake the Dust
● https://vimeo.com/9527194
● Come Closer
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/GwRaOW2WSao
● Poetry Foundation
● https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/145704/an-introduction-to-the-harlem-renaissance?auth

user=1
● Descriptive Words
● https://www.writerswrite.co.za/155-words-to-describe-an-authors-tone/?authuser=1

The Crucible Unit:

● Salem Witch Trials
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/NVd8kuufBhM
● McCarthyism
● https://www.youtube.com/embed/N35IugBYH04
● She’s a Witch

http://movies.netflix.com/WiMovie/In_Search_of_History_Salem_Witch_Trials/70033693?trkid=2361637
https://www.youtube.com/embed/kYA6GLAzz9A?authuser=1
https://www.youtube.com/embed/23o3I4lSwgw
https://www.youtube.com/embed/_8j4aaWDPQU
https://www.youtube.com/embed/D9S4btsmp70
https://www.youtube.com/embed/P142xPtua-c
https://vimeo.com/9527194
https://www.youtube.com/embed/GwRaOW2WSao
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/145704/an-introduction-to-the-harlem-renaissance?authuser=1
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/145704/an-introduction-to-the-harlem-renaissance?authuser=1
https://www.writerswrite.co.za/155-words-to-describe-an-authors-tone/?authuser=1
https://www.youtube.com/embed/NVd8kuufBhM
https://www.youtube.com/embed/N35IugBYH04


● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrzMhU_4m-g
● The Wave
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICng-KRxXJ8

Novels/Plays

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Students will choose one of the following to read outside of class and a parent signature is required:

Slaughterhouse Five-Kurt Vonnegut Jr.

The Joy Luck Club-Amy Tan

The Color Purple-Alice Walker

Bean Trees-Barbara Kingsolver

In Cold Blood-Truman Capote

Catcher in the Rye-JD Salinger

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest-Ken Kesey

A Thousand Splendid Suns-Khaled Hosseini

Their Eyes Were Watching God-Zora Neale Hurston

The Scarlet Letter- Nathaniel Hawthorne

Other Supplementary Curriculum (Articles, etc.):

“The Life You Save May be Your Own” by Flannery O’Connor

“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin

“There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury

“Come Closer” and “Shake the Dust” by Anis Mojgani

“Marching Through a Novel” by John Updike

“A No-fault Holocaust” by John Leo

All Instructional Materials must comply with CCSD School Board Policy IIA & Policy IIA-AR. A copy of core
and supplemental curriculum will be available in the curriculum office for review.

A classroom teacher receiving a complaint regarding instructional materials shall try to resolve the issue

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrzMhU_4m-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICng-KRxXJ8
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IIA%20D1.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IIA%20R%20D1.PDF


informally through the discussion of the original assignment or the opportunity for an alternative assignment.

Notification of the Right to Object to the Use of Material:
Any resident of the district may raise objection to instructional materials used in the district’s
educational program despite the fact that the individuals selecting such materials were duly qualified to
make the selection and followed the proper procedure and observed the criteria for selecting such
material.

The first step in expressing objection to materials is consultation with the classroom teacher or library
staff and providing a written complaint. The district official or staff member initially receiving a
complaint shall explain to the complainant the district’s selection procedure, criteria and qualifications
of those persons selecting the material. A classroom teacher receiving a complaint regarding
instructional materials shall try to resolve the issue informally through the discussion of the original
assignment or the opportunity for an alternative assignment. The materials shall remain in use unless
removed through the procedure in section 4. F. (2) of this regulation.

The teacher or library staff receiving the initial complaint shall advise the principal of the initial
contact within 24 hours, whether or not the complainant has apparently been satisfied by the initial
contact. A written record of the contact shall be maintained by the principal and sent to the
superintendent’s office.

In the event that the person making an objection to material is not satisfied with the initial explanation
or an alternative assignment, the person raising the questions will meet with a building administrator
who will provide a Request for Reconsideration form.

For more details, see CCSD School Board Policy IIA-AR.

Citizenship, Classroom Rules, Behavior Expectations:
● The Board expects student conduct to contribute to a productive learning climate. Students shall

comply with the district’s policies, administrative regulations, school and classroom written rules,
pursue the prescribed course of study, submit to the lawful authority of teachers and school officials
and conduct themselves in an orderly manner during the school day and during district-sponsored
activities.

Careful attention shall be given to procedures and methods whereby fairness and consistency without
bias in discipline shall be assured to each student. The objectives of disciplining any student must be
to help the student develop a positive attitude toward self-discipline, realize the responsibility of one’s
actions and maintain a productive learning environment.

● See CCSD Board Policy JFC for more details.

“NO CELL FROM BELL TO BELL”

● Students may use their cell phone before school starts, between classes, at lunch time, and after school.
● Students may not use their cell phone in any way during class time.
● Cell phones will be put in the pocket organizer at the front of the classroom or in the student’s

backpack.
● Students may not use headphones during class time. These should remain in the student’s backpack

unless otherwise noted in a student’s 504 Plan or IEP*.
● If a parent/guardian has an urgent message for their student, please contact the main office

(541-416-6900) and we will deliver the message to your student.
● In the case of a school emergency, students will be permitted to use their phones.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SvmMY7nMQ-eo3PoSM8DmOZxXOHg9OB8p/view
https://policy.osba.org/crook/J/JFC%20D2.PDF


WHY?

To create a more focused and productive learning environment.
● Improve academic performance
● Increase classroom engagement and participation
● Reduce disruptions and distractions
● Enhance social interactions with peers
● Minimize cyberbullying
● Reduce behavior referrals

CONSEQUENCES
● If a student uses their cell phone during class time they will be directed by their teacher to take the

phone to the office. When it is turned in, the office will write a receipt and the student will take that
back to the teacher as proof that the phone was turned in.

● Phones taken to the office will remain there for the remainder of the school day. They can be picked
up by the student at the end of their school day.

● Defiant students who choose to not turn in their phone will be referred to administration and will
receive additional consequences.

● Multiple offenses of cell phone use during class time will also result in a referral to administration.

Restroom Pass
● Students will receive a hall pass with 5 times to use the restroom during class for the trimester.
● Students will need to leave their cell phone in the pocket organizer to leave the classroom.

Grading System:
● The district’s grading system shall be based on Board-adopted course content and is designed to

enable the student and parent to clearly know how well the student is achieving course requirements at
the student’s current grade level or course content level, and be based on the student’s progress toward
mastery of a continuum of knowledge and skills outlined in Oregon State Standards. Absenteeism or
misconduct shall not be the sole criterion for the reduction of students’ grades. Behavioral
performance shall be reported separately. The district will use letter grades (A,B,C,D,F) that can be
converted into a 4 to 0 reporting system in grades 6-12. All AP courses are graded on a 5.0 grading
scale.

● Grades will be based on many factors, such as: basic instructional assignments, both oral and written;
results from various assessment instruments, including critical content short cycle assessments as well
as quizzes and exams; class participation; special assignments; research; activities of various types of
kinds and special contributions.

● See CCSD School Board Policy IKA, Policy IK, & Policy IK-AR for more details.

Grading Scale:
● A+: 100-98 A:97-93 A-: 92-90
● B+: 89-88 B: 87-83 B-82-80
● C+: 79-78 C: 77-73 C-: 72-70
● D+: 69-68 D: 67-63 D-: 60-62
● F: 59-0

Course Grading Criteria/Weighting
● Assessment, Projects, Quizzes, Assessments of Learning Standards: 70%

https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IKA%20D1.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20G2.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20R%20D1.PDF


● Daily Homework & Practice Assignments: 30%

*Policy IK-AR: Achievement of learning standards will be assessed separately from behavior.

Make Up Policy:
1) Assessment Retakes: Policy IK-AR Teachers will provide students with multiple opportunities to

demonstrate mastery of each standard. Students will be provided with at least two opportunities to
retake assessments. A student who retakes an assessment will not be penalized. Teachers can modify
assessments (more rigorous to account for greater time allowed for preparation.) Teachers will
determine student requirements for assessment retakes that align with Policy IK-AR.

2) Homework/Daily Work: Achievement of learning standards will be assessed separately from
behavior (i.e. attendance, disruption, late work, tardiness, preparation, effort, attitude, etc.).

3) Late homework/classwork: the maximum grade for an assignment submitted late is 75% and must be
submitted within two weeks or it is entered as a zero in the gradebook, unless there are extenuating
circumstances.

4) Cheating: All students who are involved in academic dishonesty will receive a major referral.
Students will receive a zero on the original assignment and have the option of completing a new
assignment. Assignments may be checked for plagiarism, including use of AI, through various
sources.

English 11A-Please have parent or guardian sign that they have read the syllabus

Student Name (Printed) .

Parent Signature .

https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20R%20D1.PDF
https://policy.osba.org/crook/I/IK%20R%20D1.PDF

