
School:   Crook County High School   
 
Course Title: AP US Government  
 
Instructor’s Name:  Carrie Lowenbach  
 
Contact Phone _____541-416-6900 x 3145__      Contact times: ________Any_______ 
 
E-mail Address: carrie.lowenbach@crookcounty.k12.or.us 
 
 
Semester    I __x_    II __x_ 
 
 
Course Description:   
AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level year-long course that not only seeks to prepare 
students for success on the AP Exam in May, but also provide students with the political knowledge and 
reasoning processes to participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are 
currently shaping American politics and society.  It is important to note that this course is not a history 
course; it is a political science course that studies the interconnectedness of the different parts of the 
American political system and the behaviors and attitudes that shape this system and are the byproduct of 
this system. 

AP U.S. Government and Politics accomplishes these goals by framing the acquisition of political 
knowledge around enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics that 
can be applied to a set of disciplinary practices through the use of a set of reasoning processes.  Through 
the development of this set of political knowledge, disciplinary practices, and reasoning processes, by the 
end of the course, students will be able to analyze current and historical political events like a political 
scientist and develop factually accurate, well-reasoned, thoughtful arguments and opinions that 
acknowledge and grapple with alternative political perspectives. 

 
Learning Standards  
Constitutionalism (CON) 
Liberty and Order (LOR) 
Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD) 
Competing Policy-Making Interests (PMI) 
Methods of Political Analysis (MPA) 
 
Course Outline: The AP Government and Politics curriculum as defined by the College Board is 
comprised of the following units: 

Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy (approx. 19 instructional days) (15-22% of the 
exam) 

Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government (approx. 34 instructional days) (25-36% of 
the exam) 



Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (approx. 18 instructional days) (13-18% of the exam) 

Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs (approx. 13 instructional days) (10-15% of the 
exam) 

Unit 5: Political Participation (approx. 26 instructional days) (20-27% of the exam) 

 
 
Materials: 
 
Krutz, Glen S., and Sylvie Waskiewicz. American Government. OpenStax, Rice University, 
2017. 

Serow, Ann G., and Everett C. (editor) Ladd. The Lanahan Readings in American Polity. 
Lanahan Publishers, INC., 2003.  

Others (Articles etc.):  A variety of relevant and educational multi-media materials will used in this 

course  

 
Notification of the Right to Object to the Use of Materials 
 
Any resident of the district may raise objection to instructional materials used in the district’s educational 
program despite the fact that the individuals selecting such materials were duly qualified to make the 
selection and followed the proper procedure and observed the criteria for selecting such material.  
 
The first step in expressing objection is consultation with the classroom teacher or library staff and 
providing a brief written complaint. The staff member receiving a complaint regarding instructional 
materials shall try to resolve the issue informally through the discussion of the original assignment or the 
opportunity for an alternative assignment.  
 
If not satisfied with the initial explanation or an alternative assignment, the person raising the questions 
will meet with a building administrator who, if unable to resolve the complaint, will provide a Request for 
Reconsideration form which will be given to the superintendent for action. 
 
  
Grading Scale 
90% of your grade will be based on assessments/standards based assignments  

10% of your grade will be on in-class work 

Students have the ability to retake exams or do exam corrections through the end of the quarter 
and on D/F days before conference.    

 



 
 
Extra Credit Policy - None 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 


